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PETER & GABY REID

DEA R
FRIENDS ,
PETER REID

Whenever Gaby and I return to Bodenseehof we are filled
with such thankfulness for our staff. When I look at the list
of our staff, a few things strike me:
We presently have 29 staff members who serve with Bodenseehof year round. 21 of them are full time, 8 are parttime.
Of the 29 staff members, 7 of them have served for 14 years
or more; 9 for 10 years or more; 15 for 5 years or more.
Those who have served 5 years or more bring a total of 200
years of experience to the ministry of Bodenseehof.
All this is to say that we have a very willing and dedicated
staff. Praise God. I love the variety of our staff; each brings
a “flavor” of Christ which would be missing if they weren’t
here.

This past Oct. 3 we had a great open house at Bodenseehof. Our staff and students did a great job hosting our
guests, even though our students had only been at Bodenseehof for 13 days! Pray that the Lord would open hearts
as we serve in churches, schools and youth groups this
Bible school year as we travel many kilometers throughout
Germany.
Thank you for your fellowship in the Lord and the work of
Christ at Bodenseehof. We deeply appreciate you and look
forward to our next meeting. Our Friendship day is on Saturday, March 21st, Satish John will be preaching that day.

Warmly in Christ,

and the Bodenseehof-Team
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MY WISHES
AND HIS PROMISES
PETER REID

“For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are
yes…“ 2 Cor. 1:20

God has promised me His wisdom, but not a life without questions.

Some people are disenchanted with Christianity because,
they say, Christ has not answered their prayers, prevented their

God has promised me His guidance, but not a life without
confusion.

tragedy, nor spoken into their silence. Such people need the patience of Christ because the events of their lives which led them
to such conclusions are often very painful. Dietrich Bonhoeffer

God has promised me His victory, but not a life without conflict.

was executed about a month before WWII ended. Those closest
to him had reason to raise their fist at God saying, “Where were

God has promised me His presence, but not a life without loneliness.

You? Why didn’t You prevent this?” And yet it
was Bonhoeffer himself who said, “God sent
His Son not to fulfill my wishes, but His promises.”
Here are some examples of what He has pro-

God sent his son
NOT TO FULFILL
MY WISHES
BUT
HIS PROMISES

God has promised me His love, but not
a life without rejection.
God has promised me His peace, but
not a life without turmoil.

mised in this life and what He has not:

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
God has promised me His eternal life, but
not a long life.

May He show us what we have been
wishing, but which He has not promised.
Although this may force us to abandon some of our most che-

God has promised me perfect health on the new earth, but
not on this earth.

rished pre-conceptions of what we have been expecting Him to
do in our lives, it also leaves our faith on the bedrock of His
promises. To all these, we may echo a resounding, “Amen” to

God has promised me His comfort, but not a life without pain.

the Lord as we wait for Him to fulfill His word in our experience.

God has promised me His righteousness, but not righteous
people.
God has promised me His home in heaven, but not a house
on earth.
God has promised me His wedding feast, but not a spouse.
God has promised me His joy, but not a life without sorrow.
God has promised me His power, but not a life without weakness.

PETER REID
DIRECTOR
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BIBLE SCHOOL 2019/2020
STEVE VOLLE

Every year at Bodenseehof we begin the Bible School with a verse which serves as the overarching theme for the term. This year,
we started with 1 Timothy 6:12: “Fight the good fight of the faith.
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about
which you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses.”

As we use the Bible School term to give our attention to Jesus, we
desire to see (and are seeing) people increasingly live free, healthy,
whole, and restored on the inside: free of addiction, free of anxiety,
free of self-condemnation, free of unhealthy compulsion to perform,
free of fear of what other people think, free of crippling perfectionism, or laziness, or self-pity, or whatever else may be stealing life.

We have experienced this fight of faith in the form of many challenges as we’ve been on our journey together: stories of addiction,
abuse, abandonment, mental illness, doubt, despair, tragedy, and
loneliness seem to be more and more a part of ‘normal’ life in our
broken world. At the same time, we believe that the gateway to real
life and wholeness starts in Christ...and my overwhelming passion
is for people to fully live– so we are compelled to talk about exploring life with Jesus.

What does fight on this journey toward life look like practically? We
don’t always know exactly! But we do know that God promises us
His presence—living in us by His spirit—to lead us, empower us,
transform us, and do in (and through) us what cannot be explained
by human means. As we bank on this, we are thankful that we get
to experience both the joyful and painful parts of this fight of faith
together in community.

Thanks for praying for us in this intense time!
My suspicion is that there is more LIFE – and hope, and freedom,
and purpose, and meaning - available in Christ than we sometimes
think! I want to increasingly discover that for myself experientially,
and that’s what I would want for anyone else too.

SMT 2020
We are happy to introduce our new Summer Missions Term
students to you: Jaxon Lutzer (CAN), Aidan Gillespie (CAN),
Ryan Kaefer (CAN), Martin Greindl (D) (back left to right)
Erin Bell (USA), Grace Scheel (CAN), Franziska Hasert (D), Isabella Yip (USA) (front left to right)
We’re looking forward to what Jesus has in store for them during the summer programs. Please pray for His guidance in all
preparations for their service.

Steve Volle, Principal
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OUTREACH
STUDENT
EXPERIENCE
ERIN BELL

I was part of the first outreach
team to go out this year, and it
was amazing to see how God prepared us through Bible school for
this experience. I had just moved
to a new country, with a language I didn’t speak, with a bunch of
people I hardly knew… and then
we were called to share Christ
with a large group of youth although we had very little experience in doing something like
that!

English-Camp team, November 2019

FAMILIENZUWACHS
THOMAS & SALOME GÜNTER

Wir freuen uns und sind Gott dankbar für
unsere kleine Noemi, die am 28.12.2019
auf die Welt kam.
Vielen Dank für alle Gebete!

One way that God’s preparation became especially
evident came when our team
hosted a Bible Q&A on one
of the camp’s free afternoons. As difficult
questions came, we were able to draw on
things we had learned (very recently!) in
lectures. Amazingly, those of us running
the Q&A were able to give impassioned
and thought-out responses about topics
we had just been exposed to, and we were
excited to be able to share what we were
learning with these curious and God-seeking kids.

Another provision came when one member of our team experienced a personal
tragedy two days into the first of our weeklong outreaches. Though that was painful
and hard for him to deal with, we were
able to rally around him in prayer and encouragement. It turned out that coming together to support our friend really brought
us together and transformed us from a
team into something more like a family. Later, it was my friend - that very team member - that was used by God in a particularly
unique redemptive moment on an evening
that we gave the kids the opportunity to
receive Christ.
In all our conversations and interactions,
we saw God take our unqualification and
redeem it to do something beautiful. Through this, He reminded me how present
His power is in our world, and most importantly, how I can trust and come to rely
on Him to move mountains when I know I
can’t.
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WELCOME
BACK IN NEW
POSITION
MICHAEL JUD

NEW on Our
Kitchen
Team
CONSTANCE MATTIX

I originally heard about Torchbearers
through my parents who met at Capenwray Hall twenty plus years ago. My mom
is Swiss and my dad is American so I lived
and grew up in both countries.
I ended up coming to Bodenseehof as a
student in 2018 and was blessed by the 6
months I spent learning about God as my
Father, Savior, and Author of my life as a believer. When the Bible School term ended,
I decided to come and volunteer in the kitchen during the summer and really enjoyed
the work and the gift to serve others in such
a practical way.
God has been gracious as He has continued to open up doors for me to come
back to Bodenseehof. I’m grateful to have
the opportunity to come back and serve
as full-time staff in the kitchen. I’m looking
forward to this time to learn from and serve
others and to be used by God in all the ways
He may choose.

16 years ago, I had the desire to take a
break and in this context, I became aware of the Torchbearer Centre „Capernwray
Harbour“ on the west coast of Canada.
That was the beginning of a journey that
I could never have imagined. The LORD
challenged me repeatedly to rely on HIM
and trust in HIM completely. So I quit my
engineering job and went to Canada for
8 months as a student without knowing
what would come after. Then I stayed for
a second year and attended the leadership-training course. This was followed by
an 8-month internship at a Bible School in
South India and another 7 months helping
at the Torchbearer Center in Malaysia. Back
in Germany, I took on tasks at Bodenseehof for three years within the maintenance
team. From there the journey continued to
Stuttgart to “Hilfe für Büder International”
where I coordinated the financial support
to Christian ministries in Southeast Asia.
At the beginning of 2019, the Lord opened a door for me to return to Bodenseehof, and since November 1st I am back here
again and support Peter Reid in his responsibilities as General Director of Torchbearers International.
It is wonderful to be back here and to be a
part of the Bodenseehof family and Torchbearers worldwide. Now I am curious how
HE will lead me on my journey and in my
new tasks.

WEDDING
BETTY &
CHASE
ELISABETH HARDER

Dear members of the Bodenseehof family,
After working at Bodenseehof for over
three years, I will soon pack my bags,
return my keys and wave goodbye to
the Bodensee one last time. It is hard
to sum up this time of my life in a few
sentences and do it justice in any way.
Bodenseehof and its people will forever
hold a special place in my heart.
One thing I’ve learned in my short time
of following Jesus, is that He will often lead us in unknown territory, but
He promises to be our Good Shepherd,
providing food and drink in the desert
and leading us to safe pastures. I was
able to experience that this past year
in particular, and this assurance allows
me to step out and follow Him where
He is leading me next. Bodenseehof
has allowed me to rest, heal and grow,
and for that I will be forever grateful. I
was able to let go of a false identity that
was based in my performance for the
Lord, when all He wanted all along was
to simply be with me and walk in close
companionship.
My next chapter starts with me
marrying my fiancé Chase in California, USA. I would appreciate prayer as
we build our life together, get to know
each other better, find jobs, community, friends and church. Thank you for
your support over the years and for the
years to come.
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CURRENT
PROJECTS
CHRISTOPH HILS

To balance out their theoretical learning, many of our students enjoy
using the weight room. There was much enthusiasm when we decided to replace the old carpet flooring. Unfortunately, due to the load
of weights on the floor, the subfloor also had to be replaced, thereby
increasing the time (and costs) of the project. A practical application
for the students of the waiting associated with Advent. With the project now complete, the students are back at their fitness routines.
Ziegelstrasse 11 Staff House
In autumn, renovation work began on the first third of the staff house
with the windows and doors being replaced, a ventilation system installed and the new insulation for the façade.
With the start of the New year, these same renovations are underway
in two more small apartments and we’ve added new kitchenettes,
bathrooms and plumbing to the list. Our hope is for this work to
be completed by Easter and then to move on to some of the larger
apartments in the rest of the staff house.
Renovating a house while it is still being lived in is challenging to say
the least. We recognize that it is a privilege to have the opportunity
and resources to do so, but it also requires a lot of time, preparation and wisdom to make good decisions. Since good craftsmen and
architects have much to do, there are inevitable delays that require
patience and flexibility. We ask you to pray for good communication
and the timely accomplishment of these projects.

Online Giving:
http://www.torchbearers.org/donate/ministry
(select „Germany - Bodenseehof“)
Giving by Mail:
Make Checks out to:
Torchbearers USA
PO Box 3340, Estes Park, CO 80517
Write in memo line the project you would like to support:
Bodenseehof General
Bodenseehof Building Project
Bodenseehof Student Funds (students who cannot finance bible school)
Missions (Bodenseehof mission projects)
Please do not forget to leave us your address so that we can issua a donation receipt.

PUBLIC EVENTS
Sat, Feb 1st 2020

The Crossing, 7:30 pm

Sat, Feb 29th 2020

The Crossing, 7:30 pm

Sat, Mar 21st 2020

Friends Day, 10:15 am

		

Spring Praise Concert, 7:30 pm

OUTREACHES
31-01-2020		

Youth Evening Landeskirchl. Gem., Ravensburg Kilian Müller

06 - 11-02-2020

Church Outreach, Neubrandenburg Kilian Müller &

		

TabeaMessner & team

06 - 09-02-2020

Church Outreach, Geroldsgrün Andy MacDonald & team

09-02-2020		

Church Service, Tennenbronn (Spielberg) Thomas Günter

16-02-2020		

Church Service, Neubukow Kilian Müller & Tabea Messner

17 - 21-02-2020

Teens Week, Mecklenburg Kilian Müller &

		

Tabea Messner & team

20 - 23-02-2020

Church Outreach, Schönwald Thomas Günter & team

21 - 26-02-2020

English-Camp, Friolzheim Kilian Müller & team

01 - 06-03-2020

Bible School Klostermühle, Obernhof Peter Reid

03 - 07-03-2020

Church Outreach, Chemnitz Thomas Günter & team

05 - 08-03-2020

Church Outreach, Wemding Andy MacDonald & team

*General Donation : Donations for general purposes (renovations, cars,...)
IBAN: DE35 6905 0001 0020 1189 49
*Student Funds:
Donations for foreign students who are not able to finance Bible School.
IBAN: DE67 6905 0001 0020 1253 57
*Torchbearers India:
Donations for supporting the work of Satish John in India.
IBAN: DE75 6905 0001 0023 5372 85
*Missions:
IBAN Nr. DE10 6905 0001 0024 3641 19
All accounts at: Sparkasse Bodensee,
Charlottenstr. 2, 88048 FRIEDRICHSHAFEN
Bank routing number: 690 500 01
SWIFT/BIC Code for all numbers: SOLADES1KNZ

Ziegelstr. 15
88048 Friedrichshafen
Deutschland
Tel: 07541 9509 0

