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DE AR
FRIENDS,
PETER REID

PETER & GABY REID

When Paul was in his lockdown in Rome,
he thanked the church in Philippians for
their generosity towards him: “But I have
received everything in full and have an
abundance; I am amply supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus what you
have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.
And my God will supply all your needs
according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.” (Phil. 4:18-19)
I would prefer to name you by name, but
because of data protection policies, I
cannot! But I want to thank you for your generosity to Bodenseehof since I last wrote.
Your gifts of finances, work and encouragement have been a tremendous encouragement to our staff, but even more they have
been, “a fragrant aroma, an acceptable
sacrifice, well-pleasing to God”! We praise
God for you.

Mission (today called OMF), he said to a
fellow missionary, “We have ten English
Pounds … and all the promises of God.” We
are utterly dependent upon Him and each
crisis provides Him with a clear opportunity
to demonstrate His faithfulness.
Our Lord has promised us that He will not
leave us or forsake us. He has promised to
add to us all things if we seek His kingdom
and righteousness first.
Our letter to you today is filled with reports
from our dear staff who have been so very
faithful to God in their service. I’ll let them
speak for themselves. Yes, we experienced
a quiet fall with no Bible school students,
but we have also been able to do plenty of
things which would have been difficult to
accomplish if it had not been for the Corona
crisis.

We look forward to the day when we are able
to meet face to face, and not just on FaceTime!
When Hudson Taylor was faced with a In the name of the whole Bodenseehof family,
shortage of finances as the China Inland thank you and God bless you.

Warmly in Christ

and the Bodenseehof-Team
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BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING!?
RE ALLY ?
PETER REID

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Phil. 4:6-7
For God’s children, remaining anxious is not only disobedience, it’s draining. The anxious person likens one
running on a treadmill: they wear themselves out, but
get nowhere. “And which of you
by being anxious can add a single
cubit to his life’s span.” (Mat. 6:27)
Furthermore, anxiety will stunt our
spiritual growth. “And the one on
whom seed was sown among the
thorns, this is the man who hears
the word, and the worry of the
world…choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful.” (Mat. 13:22)
God’s word allows us no room for the
luxury of anxiety.

arrogance can hide behind our anxiety, for anxiety
doesn’t consider Him worthy of our trust. Hardship’s
hidden blessing is that it humbles us and makes us
soft toward God again. Supplication is the expression of a humble heart.
„Prayer only means something to God when it means
everything to the man who offers it. Prayer only reaches
the heights when it comes from the depths. Prayer is
only effective from heart to heart.“ Stuart Holden
His answer of internal peace might
not be the answer to our apparent
problem; He may leave all the difficulties in place, and although we
still have every reason to worry, we
don’t. Many times this surprising,
supernatural peace is enough: God’s
answer is God Himself. At other
times His peace allows us to see His
provision to our specific need. When
our hearts and minds are guarded
in Christ, we discover His solution
was at hand all along, but we were too distraught to
recognize it: “And the Lord opened the servant’s
eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full
of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” (2
Kings 6:17) When measured up against Jesus, who has
the power to subject all things to Himself (Phil. 3:21),
who is present in us (4:4), and who can strengthen us to
do all things (4:13), nothing is worthy of our worry.

GOD’S
ANSWER
IS GOD
HIMSELF

When we dwell too much on the past or allow our
thoughts to race into the future, we experience the
tension called anxiety. Christ is still present, but
we’re no longer conscious of Him. Hardship is one of
the ways God renews our knowledge of His presence.
Our consciousness of His presence increases
because the knowledge of our need for Him does
too. Although we don’t often think in these terms,
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2020 – THE YE AR OF
WATER DAMAGE
WALDEMAR SCHMOLL A

In no other year have we had so many problems with our
water pipes as this year. A section of about 10m of the
main sewer line had to be replaced; due to pitting, 40m
the fresh water lines (cold, hot and circulation) had to
be replaced; the waste water pipe in the laundry room
started dripping; and the supply pipe to the kitchen
started leaking at a bend.
The risers in the wall between the toilet and single
bathroom in the dorm also caused us many problems.
Moisture was detected in the wall so we hired a company
to find the cause of the leak. Unfortunately, even after a
second appointment, the search remained unsuccessful. Because the pipes are already over 50 years old
and we still didn‘t know where the leak was, or even if
there could be multiple leaks, we decided to renovate
the whole wall: remove the tiles, expose the plumbing,
remove the old plumbing, install the new plumbing, seal
the openings, and plaster and re-tile the walls. After the
old lines were removed, we discovered the problem. A
sewer pipe had been badly damaged in several places
due to pitting. In retrospect, we are glad that everything
was renovated and we do not have to wonder when the
next water damage will occur in this wall.
Going from one problem to the next, the question “why
so much at once?” repeatedly came up. In looking back,
however, there couldn‘t have been a better time for
all this to happen. Our house was empty and we were
able to work through one thing after another without
hindrance. In all the previous years, this would not have
been possible to such an extent.

Jesus Christ very personally in all matters of our lives.
From this experience, I want to learn that Jesus is above
everything. I want to look to Him and not only see the
problems. We live by His grace and His love and His care
for us every day – guaranteed. Glory be to Him and to
our Heavenly Father for this.

Thank you for your prayers.
Thus, we were able to experience God‘s wisdom and
In Christ,
guidance in a special way this year. We are allowed to
experience the presence and help of our Lord and Savior Waldemar Schmolla
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GOING ONLINE
STEVE VOLLE

I‘m happy to report that after a somewhat
tumultuous back-and-forth relating to
the start of Bible school, we have finally
been able to begin the course online. Our
students this year are absolutely delightful, already bring lots of life and a hunger to
learn and grow, and have been great participants in the community building project
that always takes place as Bible school
starts – even when it’s online.
We‘ve been extremely thankful for the
help of Tina Kurrle and Martin Greindl who
have made themselves available as RAs
for the online program but are also here
to receive and live with the students when
they come.

physically present, but must of course do
so in accordance with the law of the land
as well as best practices for protecting the
vulnerable. We appreciate your prayers as
we navigate this transition.
If you want to get a taste of what we’re
doing together, we’d like to invite you
to participate in some of our lectures by
joining online!

We are making a selection of our upcoming
teaching sessions available via time-delayed video streaming. This means that each
lecture will be available to stream for one
week from posting time (to accommodate
various time zones). This would give you
We are planning to transition the online the opportunity to follow along with our
Bible school to one where everyone is students in near real-time if you’d like to!

Steve Volle,
Principal

Whether you are a former Bible School
student or simply interested in experiencing a component of our Bible school, we
want to invite you to join us and are looking
forward to this new way of connecting with
you. We pray that these lectures will be a
blessing and an encouragement to you in
these challenging days. These sessions are
free of charge, so you’ll just need to visit our
website for access to the videos.
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THREE WEEK BIBLE C AMP
IN TANZ ANIA
CHRISTOPH HILS

The desire to initiate a ministry in
Africa with the imprint of Torch
bearers - for Africans and preferably
by Africans - opened the possibility for
the beginning of a completely new and
different project. One that has nothing
to do with building sites or renovation
work, but with language learning and
relationship building.
In the goal of equipping Christians
from local churches, the focus should
be: a Christ-centered proclamation
of the Gospel and this as an offer for
Christians from many diverse church
backgrounds, which is, after all, characteristic of Torchbearers.

which drove me with uneasiness into prayer. This made
me feel afresh: No, you are not alone - Christ is in you!
In Tanzania, the presence of Jesus with the resulting
peace became precious to me again and I became
aware of my dependence on Christ in many situations. I
lose sight of both so easily in here in Germany, which is
why the experience of my arrival is „a memorial stone“
for me.
God not only prepared the first steps on Tanzanian
soil, but also provided preservation, guidance, and a
lot of special experiences throughout the whole time.
The reunion with our two former students was very encouraging. I still think about how they walk with Jesus
and remain engaged under circumstances that seem
so simple and challenging in our understanding. One
as a future pastor with very few resources, no secure
income, and expecting his first child. The other as a
focused student, who does not forget his origins and
is committed to the education of children from the
village in which his family lives. To do this, he has to
persistently find favor in the eyes of parents who would
rather send their children to herd the cattle than to
school.

Two years ago we had two students
from Tanzania at Bodenseehof. A missionary couple who knew them has been motivated by
the same desire mentioned above for a long time. The
idea is to offer a three week Bible camp in Tanzania later
this year and to support the organization of this Bible
camp I spent two months in Tanzania to get to know
the circumstances. The goal was to learn Swahili (at
least a foundation) and build relationships. Relation Filled with countless more impressions, I am excited to
see what God has in store for us in Tanzania.
ships are key for any work in an African context.

Due to a cancelled flight, upon my arrival I was on my Please pray for the preparations of the Bible camp and
own. There was no one to pick me up but many cab for God prepared encounters with increasing impact in
drivers instead - a typical situation I had expected Tanzania for people, churches and the country.

NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY 2021

FAMILY-NE WS
ANDY & LORNA MACDONALD

We are excited to introduce Jack Randolph MacDonald,
born 07.11.2020! In choosing the name, Jack (“God is
gracious”) Randolph, we wanted to recognize God’s
grace in a year some have said “might be the longest
year in history”. While that may feel like it is true, we
do not lose hope, for we know the greater Truth: Jesus,
who promised that His grace would always be sufficient
(2 Cor. 12:9). In looking back on Jack’s birth, the

pregnancy, this year, and over our whole lives we too
have experienced much of the sufficiency of God’s
grace. May Jack also one day look back on his life and
recognize it!
We have settled in as a family of six, and the three big
siblings love their little brother very much! (Sometimes
a little too much!) :)

OUR STAFF-HOUSE
CHRISTOPH HILS

Looking back over the past year full of restrictions, I am
first and foremost grateful for what was possible. The
renovation work on the staff house was actually rather
favored by the Corona restrictions. Cancelled Confirmation camps and conferences relieved the staff whose
apartments were renovated and made it possible to do
more work ourselves. Staff members from other departments were also able to help – and therefore needed
to take less furlough. By the time summer conferences
started most of the apartments were ready to be moved
back into, and by the end of the summer, the facade
work was also completed.
With the new windows and doors, the fresh facade insulation, a ventilation system and a beautiful coat of paint,
the bottom two floors look like new. Inside, the electrical system and plumbing in 7 bathrooms and 3 kitchens

could be completely renovated. God‘s schedule was
wonderful. As well as His provision of financial means
and (healthy) manpower - both from craftsmen and
from us. We are wondering when we will be able to
tackle the remaining plumbing and electrical work as
well as the top floor. This too we trust will be in God‘s
schedule.
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THIS YEAR’S
FRIENDSDAY AT
BODENSEEHOF
… will happen online on Saturday, March 20, 2021. Further
information will soon be available on our website.

OUTRE ACHES
FEBRUARY

4. – 9. Church outreach Neubrandenburg
Kilian Müller und Tabea Messner

12. – 17. Youth camp Friolzheim
Kilian Müller
25. – 28. Church outreach Jettingen
Andy MacDonald
28.

Preaching engagement Spielberg
Thomas Günter

MARCH

IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO
RECEIVE FUTU
RE NEWS
LETTERS BY EM
AIL PLEASE
FEEL FREE TO
CONTACT US!
Contact: Jona
s Wolf
jonas@bodens
eehof.de

4. – 7. Church outreach
Schwarzenbach
Thomas Günter
4. – 7. Church outreach Falkenstein
Kilian Müller
21.

Preaching engagement UEG Friedrichshafen
Peter Reid

31.

Preaching engagement Ludwig-Hofacker-Gemeinde
Stuttgart
Peter Reid

APRIL
18.

Preaching engagement Überlingen
Cameron Tate

Online Giving:
http://www.torchbearers.org/donate/ministry
(select „Germany – Bodenseehof“)

*General Donation : Donations for general purposes (renovations, cars, ...)
IBAN: DE35 6905 0001 0020 1189 49

Giving by Mail:
Checks payable to:
Torchbearers USA
PO Box 3340, Estes Park, CO 80517

Donations for foreign students who are not able to finance Bible School.
IBAN: DE67 6905 0001 0020 1253 57

Write in memo line the project you would like to support:
Bodenseehof General
Bodenseehof Building Project
Bodenseehof Student Funds (students who cannot finance Bible school)
Missions (Bodenseehof mission projects)
Please do not forget to leave us your address so that we can issue a donation receipt.

*Student Funds:

*Torchbearers India:
Donations for supporting the work of Satish John in India.
IBAN: DE75 6905 0001 0023 5372 85
*Missions:
IBAN Nr. DE10 6905 0001 0024 3641 19
All accounts at: Sparkasse Bodensee,
Charlottenstr. 2, 88048 FRIEDRICHSHAFEN
Bank routing number: 690 500 01
SWIFT/BIC Code for all numbers: SOLADES1KNZ

Ziegelstr. 15
88048 FRIEDRICHSHAFEN
GERMANY
Tel: 0049 (0)7541 9509 0

